BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
FEBRUARY 11, 2008

6:30 P.M.

COTTER ROOM

Members present:  Bob Wing, Tom Corbett, Kathy Lavin, Jerry Corcoran, Rich Cunningham

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Chairman held a moment of silence for Mary Cooke who recently passed away.  Mary worked in the Council of Aging Office.  Mary was a great lady and will be deeply missed.
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS:

6:30 P.M. – Transfer of Common Victualer License, 171 Brockton Avenue – Arlene LeHao and Bonnie Erickson are requesting a transfer of license from Emmy’s Deli to Taste Bud’s Breakfast and Lunch.  There are no concerns from the inspectors.
Chairman Wing abstains from the vote as he holds a common victualer license in Town.
M/Corcoran to approve transfer

S/Lavin

Voted 4-0-1

6:35 P.M. – Transfer of Class II License, 933 Brockton Avenue – Mr. Alex Bezanson requests transfer of Class II License from Juliano Anjos d/b/a Angels.  The hours are to remain the same, as is the number of cars on the property.  There are no concerns from the inspectors.

M/Cunningham to approve the transfer

S/Corcoran

Voted 5-0

6:40 P.M. – Mr. Terry Fancher, Mr. Jim Lavin – Update of former Naval Air Station --  An informative update was provided to the Board asking for support for the amended legislation.  Much discussion took place.
ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. Approval of minutes – M/Corcoran to approve January 28, 2008 open session minutes as amended.
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S/Lavin

Voted 5-0

2. Appointment of Tax Title Custodian and consideration of redemption request – Town Manager requests that the Board appoint him as Tax Title Custodian.  Tax Title Custodian manages and disposes of Town-owned property should the need arise.
M/Corbett to appoint Mr. Warren as Tax Title Custodian

S/Lavin

Voted 5-0

Town Manager read request from Attorney Paul McAuliffe representing Edward and Kathleen Jarvis, 46 Beaver Lane, to ask the Town to consider the redemption request for the property on 46 Beaver Lane that was just taken by the Town for non payment of taxes.

A letter from neighbors stated concerns of the property.  Based on the neighbors concerns, Board of Health concerns, and that there has been no good faith effort to pay the overdo taxes after contacting the previous owners on several occasions,

M/Corcoran to deny the redemption request

S/Lavin

Voted 5-0

3. Town Counsel – Town Manager stated that there are a few options for appointing Town Counsel. Attorney Jim Timmins is currently in the offices of Cotter & Cotter, Kopelman and Paige, and a couple of other firms that specialize in representing cities and Towns.
M/Lavin  to determine whether Town Counsel was appointed as Cotter & Cotter or Shawn P. Cotter; and to issue a request for proposals for Town Counsel

S/Cunningham

Voted 5-0

4. Web Site – Tom Corbett stated that the website is now active.  www.abingtonmass.com.  This is still a work in progress and will continue to be updated and corrected.

5. Town Manager Report – Town Manager states that the Finance Committee has also approved the revolving fund for the Senior Center, which allows us to utilize it until it is voted at Town Meeting. We received a 3 percent decrease in our rates for FY2009 (which represents a savings of $9,500.00 for FY2009 and a 2.5 percent decrease in our rates for FY2010 for our liability and workers compensation coverage through MIIA.  
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The South Shore VoTech budget has come in 10% higher than previously projected, and the School Department is short $813,000.00 to level fund its budget.
The Board requests information regarding the opinion from the Department of Revenue from spending down the circuit breaker money, versus our auditor’s opinion; and requesting the Town Accountant look into the possibility of increasing the circuit breaker account from $500,000 to $750,000; to ask the Town Manager to look into insurance funding for the special education students to ensure all items pertaining to the insurance companies are covered by them and there is no duplication or avoidance so that the Town is not paying to make up the gap; discusses filing class action suits against the State and Federal Governments for not reimbursing our special education mandated funds.  Much discussion took place and the topic of FY2009 budget discussions will be placed on the next agenda.
M/Lavin to adjourn

S/Corcoran

Cunningham, aye; Corcoran, aye; Lavin, aye; Corbett, aye; Wing, aye

Voted 5-0

Meeting adjourned:  8:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Dori R. Jamieson

Assistant Town Manager
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